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SUBJECT: DEATHS OF PRESIDENT TITO' S BROTHER AND SISTER- IN- LAW 
REF: A. BELGRADE 1871; B. BELGRADE 1900 

SUMMARY: PRESIDENT TITO' S YOUNGER BROTHER SLAVKO BROZ AND 
LATTER’ S WIFE KATARINA DIED ON APRIL 24 AND MAY 3 RESPECTIVELY 
IN ZAGREB. ALTHOUGH NO LOCAL PRESS COVERAGE INDICATING RELA- 
TIONSHIP OF DECEASED TO TITO NOTED, AFP' S BELGRADE CORRESPONDENT 
UNDERSTOOD TO HAVE REPORTED PRESIDENT TITO " SHOCKED" BY YOUNGER 
BROTHER' S UNEXPECTED DEATH AND HAD TRAVELED TO BRDO NEAR KRANJ 
IN SLOVENIA ON APRIL 25 TO MOURN IN RELATIVE QUIET THERE. END 
SUMMARY 

1. PRESIDENT TITO' S BROTHER VJEKOSLAV ( SLAVKO) BROZ, BORN 
AUGUST 13, 1898, DIED IN ZAGREB ON APRIL 24, 1973. BRIEF, 

ROUTINE OBITUARY NOTICE PUBLISHED IN ZAGREB 1 S " VECERNJI LIST" 

APRIL 26 SAID DEATH " UNEXPECTED." LOCAL SOURCE INDICATES DEATH 
MAY HAVE BEEN RESULT GAS STOVE EXPLOSION. ACCORDING SAME 
SOURCE, SLAVKO' S FUNERAL ON APRIL 27 AT ZAGREB 1 S MIROGOJ 
CEMETERY SLIMLY ATTENDED. 

2. ZAGREB’ S " VJESNIK" MAY 5 CARRIED ROUTINE NOTICE OF DEATH ON 
MAY 3 " FOLLOWING LONG AND SEVERE ILLNESS" OF SLAVKO' S WIFE, 
KATARINA BALAZA BROZ, IN HER 69 TH YEAR. SHE UNDERSTOOD TO HAVE 
HAD LEG PARALYSIS. 
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3. ACCORDING OBITUARY NOTICES, KATARINA' S AND SLAVKO' S CHILDREN 
ARE SONS VLADO AND BRANKO AND THEIR GRANDDAUGHTERS, KATARINA 
AND LIDIJA. 

4. LOCAL SOURCE STATES SLAVKO WAS FOR MANY YEARS AN AUTO 
MECHANIC EMPLOYED IN ZAGREB WITH STATE SECURITY ORGANS. SOURCE 
ADDS ONE SON HAS BEEN AN AVIATOR AND THE OTHER AN ENGINEER WITH 
THE MILITARY. 

5. SOURCE DESCRIBES SLAVKO AS SMALL- STATURED, MILD-MANNERED, 
MODEST INDIVIDUAL, WHO WAS A PARTISAN. FAMILY RESIDED IN 
MEDIUM- SIZED VILLA ON TUSKANAC IN ONE OF ZAGREB 1 S BETTER RE- 
SIDENTIAL AREAS. SLAVKO REPORTEDLY WELL LIKED IN NEIGHBORHOOD. 

6. COMMENT: ROUTINE OBITUARY NOTICES MADE NO MENTION RELATION- 
SHIP TO PRESIDENT TITO. NO OTHER LOCAL PRESS COMMENT NOTED. 

BUT MY FRENCH COLLEAGUE REPORTS DESPATCH FROM AFP BELGRADE 
CORRESPONDENT CONNECTION TITO' S TRAVEL ON AFTERNOON 
OF APRIL 25 TO BRDO NEAR KRANJ IN SLOVENIA TO EFFECT THAT TITO 
" SHOCKED" BY BROTHER' S SUDDEN DEATH AND WOULD MOURN IN RELATIVE 
QUIET OF BRDO. ACCORDING VLADIMIR DEDIJER' S 1952 BIOGRAPHY 
" JOSIP BROZ TITO," TITO WAS SEVENTH OF 15 SIBLINGS AND SLAVKO 
WAS ELEVENTH. SIX OF FIFTEEN WERE ALIVE IN 1 952. IF AFP 
REPORT OF TITO’ S SHOCK OVER YOUNGER BROTHER' S APRIL 24 DEATH 
ACCURATE, SLAVKO' S DEATH COULD HAVE BEEN FACTOR IN CURTAILMENT 
TITO’ S ACTIVITIES ( REFTELS). 
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